VERA BEE REPORT JULY 2011

Well what a couple of weeks we beekeepers have had.
During a scheduled hive inspection in June, we found a queen cell in the most unlikely of places.  We placed her into a new hive with worker bees and some brood and should know by the second week of July if she has successfully mated.

On Sunday 26th June, we had a surprise when a large swarm set down in our apiary. We spent three hours in bee suits, one hour of which it took for all the bees to go into the hive. They have settled in very well and the queen who is marked and not one of ours, is laying well already.

And just to top it all off, we had a report of a swarm leaving our apiary area not once, but twice. The first was on the Saturday (2 July) before we were due to inspect our hives, then another about an hour after we had inspected them on the Sunday (3 July).
The first swarm was from our Gurnard crew hive. There are a number of reasons hive swarm, some of which will be mentioned below. On Sunday, we opened up the hive to make our inspection and it appeared that there were still many bees that had remained in the hive. During the inspection, it is possible that we sufficiently disturbed the newly hatched queen such that she took umbrage and left. Additional queen cells were left behind so this hive should rebuild up again before winter.

We have had this hive for two seasons now and it would appear that no matter what we do with these bees to prevent them from swarming, they have a tendency to do so anyway. We are continually looking at different methods to improve our outcomes with the Gurnard crew in this respect.
On the positive side, we do keep reminding ourselves that we continue along with the beekeeping in the same spirit that we started: as a conservation project. In this light, because swarming is how honeybees increase their numbers, there is consolation.

Our Gifted lot are in the process of replacing their queen; a process called superseding.

Although only a year old her laying pattern has not been as good as it should have been, possible due to not being properly mated last season, so we await the outcome of this.

We removed some supersede cells from the Gifted hive…

During our last inspection, we removed several frames of honey and it will be available soon to help boost our bee fund. Once we had spun the honey, it was tested for water content and we found that it was slightly high (5). This means that consumers of this honey should be informed that this batch will not be suitable for long term storage as it will ferment after a time. 
The new honey will be available soon £2.00 per pot.
Swarming
As mentioned above, the VERA honey bees had two swarming episodes in the first week of July. Swarming is the natural means of reproduction of honey bee colonies. A new honey bee colony is formed when the queen bee leaves the colony with a large group of worker bees, a process called swarming. In the prime swarm, about 60% of the worker bees leave the original hive location with the old queen. This swarm can contain thousands to tens of thousands of bees. Swarming is mainly a spring phenomenon, usually within a two- or three-week period depending on the locale, but swarms can happen throughout the producing season.
Secondary after-swarms may happen but are rare. After-swarms are usually smaller and are accompanied by one or more virgin queens. Sometimes a beehive will swarm in succession until it is almost totally depleted of workers
June Gap
For honey bees on the Isle of Wight, June can be austere time. The ‘June gap’ is as strange phenomenon which appears to occur in the UK but not in all countries.  This term refers to a period when there is a sudden reduction in the amount of pollen and nectar around to feed honeybees.  In May the hives reach their maximum brood population, and then in June they face a reduction in food supply. The consequences of this are that the queen may stop laying eggs and honey production is reduced.

We feel that the consequences of the ‘June gap’ are reduced to near zero on the allotment because of the variety of flowering plants growing here. We are also investigating the effects that a plentiful and highly varied feeding environment, like the allotment, may be having on our honey bees’ behavior.
